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Since the temperature broadening of spectral lines is determined
by the phonon scattering by impurity centers, a modification of the
phonon spectrum can affect the temperature broadening suppression. So, by controlling the nanocrystal size, the effect of “cluster
freezing,” namely, the abnormal temperature broadening of weak
spectral lines up to room temperature, can be achieved. The spectral lines of impurity ions in YVO4:Eu3+ nanocrystals remain abnormally narrow (10 cm−1 ) even at room temperature, whereas,
for the bulk crystals, the average linewidth at room temperature
is 70 cm−1 . This narrowness of spectral lines can be clearly explained by the manifestation of the phonon spectrum depletion
in nanocrystals. The temperature dependences of linewidths obtained for nanocrystals with various sizes exhibit the strong dependence of the spectral line width on the sizes of a nanocrystal
and differ from those for a bulk crystal.

1. Introduction
The electron-phonon interaction (EPI) [1] as a ubiquitous fundamental effect of condensed-matter physics has
been transformed nowadays into a potentially useful tool
for the creation of modern materials with constitutive
functional properties (such as photoswitches [2, 3], phase
shifting materials GeSbTe [4, 5], high-temperature superconductors [6, 7]). There are several manifestations
of EPI for impurity centers situated in solid matrices.
At first, EPI provides the ultra-fast relaxation of excited
electronic states for impurity centers [8]. For rare-earth
(RE) ions, for instance, EPI provides the relaxation between Stark components of split terms and the terms
themselves [9, 10]. In addition, EPI leads to a temperature broadening and a spectral shift of spectral lines corresponding to the optical transitions in impurity centers
[11, 12]. In the low-temperature range, the temperature
broadening makes an additive contribution to the homogeneous width of a spectral line hidden inside the inhomogeneous broadened spectral profile [10]. On the contrary, at room temperature, the phonon scattering on the
impurity center makes a dominating contribution to the
homogeneous width of a spectral line exceeding the inISSN 2071-0194. Ukr. J. Phys. 2012. Vol. 57, No. 2

homogeneous broadened profile [11–13]. The decrease of
the crystal size up to few nanometers manifests itself in a
significant modification of the phonon density of states.
In the case of rare-earth doped nanocrystals, this effect
can lead to the suppression of the phonon scattering contribution to the homogeneous widths of the spectral lines
of doped ions. So, by controlling the nanocrystal size,
the abnormal temperature broadening of weak spectral
lines up to room temperatures can be achieved. The narrowness of the spectral lines of impurity ions in YSO:Pr
nanocrystals at room temperature was shown in [14-15].
This narrowness was explained as a manifestation of the
phonon spectrum depletion in nanocrystals. In this paper, the abnormally narrow spectral lines of impurity
Eu3+ ions in YVO4:Eu3+ nanocrystals observed even
at room temperature are measured. The narrow optical
resonances have been analyzed, and the tentative explanation based on the manifestation of the quantum size
effect in the phonon subsystem of nanocrystals is found.
At first, the dependence of the spectral line width on the
nanocrystal size is demonstrated.
2. Experiment
YVO4:Eu3+ nanocrystals were synthesized by means of
the colloidal precipitation method. In the synthesis of
YVO4:Eu3+ water colloidal solutions, chlorides of corresponding rare-earth elements (99.9), sodium metavanadate (96), Trilon B, and distilled water were used. Aqueous solutions of rare-earth chlorides were mixed with disodium edetate in the equivalent ratio. Thеn the equivalent amount of sodium orthovanadate was poured dropwise into a solution. The mixture was stirred intensively
on a magnetic stirrer until bleaching. The solution was
heated in a thermostat at 90 ◦ C for 30–90 min. After
that, the solution was dialyzed for 24 h with a membrane
of 12 KDa (pore size of about 2.5 nm). Changing the
synthesis conditions such as the temperature, time, pH
[16], and the ratio of EDTA/Re [17] significantly affects
the size of colloidal particles in a solution. The synthe-
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Fig. 1. XRD of the synthesized powder
Fig. 3. Luminescence spectra of YVO:Eu bulk (a) and nanocrystals (b)

3. Experimental Results and Discussion

Fig. 2. TEM images of synthesized YVO:Eu nanoparticles. The
average particle size – 5 nm (a) and 30 nm (b), respectively

sis of colloidal solutions was carried out in a thermostat
at 90 ◦ C for 30 and 40 min, the other conditions being the same. As a result, the solutions with particles
5 and 30 nm in size, respectively, were obtained. After
the synthesis, solutions were evaporated at T = 70 ◦ C.
As a result, fine-dispersed powders were obtained. After
the drying, the powders were annealed at T = 1000 ◦ C.
The luminescence spectra of YVO:Eu nanocrystals have
been investigated with a specially created spectrofluorimeter based on a grid monochromator SDL-1. The
reciprocal linear dispersion of a monochromator SDL1 is equal to 1.6 nm/mm. The registration of spectra
was carried out by a FEU-100, operating in the photon counting mode. The luminescence was excited by
a helium-cadmium laser at 325 nm. The possibility of
a temperature variation was obtained, by placing the
sample in a thermostat.
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By means of the colloidal precipitation, the samples of
YVO4:Eu3+ (with different sizes, but similar in all other
respects) have been synthesized. XRD of the synthesized
nanocrystals is shown in Fig. 1. As a result, two groups
of nanoparticles with average diameters of 5 nm and 30
nm, respectively, with a narrow size distribution were
synthesized. The particle size distributions do not overlap (Fig. 2).
In Fig. 3,a, the luminescence spectrum of a
YVO:Eu bulk crystal at room temperature is shown
[18]. The spectral lines are sufficiently broadened
(FWHM = 71 cm−1 ). In Fig. 3,b, we present the luminescence spectrum of synthesized YVO:Eu nanocrystals at room temperature. We note that, in the case
of YVO:Eu nanocrystals, the spectral lines of impurity
ions in the luminescence spectrum remain narrow even at
room temperature (FWHM = 14 cm−1 ), and the spectrum is similar to the spectrum of the YVO:Eu bulk
crystal under the effect of deep cooling.
In order to determine the mechanism of broadening of
spectral lines, we studied the temperature dependence
of linewidths for particles with different sizes. These dependences for YVO:Eu nanocrystals with sizes of 5 nm
and 30 nm are shown in Fig. 4. The curves clearly show
that the temperature dependences of linewidths are significantly different for nanoparticles of different sizes.
Spectral lines in the absorption and luminescence
spectra of impurity RE ions in bulk crystals at a low temISSN 2071-0194. Ukr. J. Phys. 2012. Vol. 57, No. 2
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Fig. 4. Linewidth temperature dependences of the 5D0-7F2 Eu3+
impurity ion optical transitions for YVO:Eu nanoparticles with
sizes of 5 nm and 30 nm, respectively

perature are inhomogeneously broadened. The growth
of the temperature leads to increasing the phonon scattering contribution to the homogeneous linewidth. At
room temperature, the phonon scattering contribution
becomes determinative, and the spectral lines are homogeneously broadened. In the general case, the contribution of the phonon scattering processes to a homogeneous linewidth is determined by the expression [12]
Z
γ(T ) = (dω/2π) ln{1 + W 2 ρ2 (ω)sh−2 (~ω/kT )}, (1)
where W is the constant of electron-phonon coupling
for the impurity center, ρ is the phonon state density;
~ is the Planck constant; k is the Boltzmann constant;
and T is the temperature. Expression (1) remains correct independently of the crystal size. The constant of
electron-phonon coupling is determined only by the ligand field structure. As one can see in Fig. 5, the microscopic arrangement of an impurity center, as well as the
shape and the position of spectral lines, is not changed
with changing the nanocrystal size. So, the constant of
electron-phonon coupling for the impurity center is independent of the crystal size.
The main parameter in expression (1) critically dependent on the crystal size in the nanometer range is
the phonon density [19]. A depletion of the nanocrystal phonon state density leads to the suppression of the
fast nonradiative relaxation of excited electron states at
the impurity center [20]. In addition, the high-quality
of nanocrystal vibrational modes with low anharmonicity was shown in [21, 22]. The phonon mode quanISSN 2071-0194. Ukr. J. Phys. 2012. Vol. 57, No. 2

Fig. 5. Luminescence spectra of YVO:Eu nanocrystals with average size of particles to be 5 nm and 30 nm

tity in a nanocrystal becomes explicitly discrete, and
these modes can be expressed as the set of functions
ρ(ω) = 1/((ω − ωi )2 + (2τph )−2 ), where ωi and τph are
the frequency and decay time of the phonon mode, respectively. Thus, at τph → ∞, the integration in (1)
is performed with δ-functions leading to the minimization of γ. According to our interpretation, increasing the
nanocrystal size must lead unambiguously to increasing
the phonon density, which manifests itself in the growth
of the phonon contribution to the impurity ion homogeneous linewidth. The experimental results (Fig. 4) totally confirm our predictions. Spectral lines in the impurity luminescence spectrum of YVO4:Eu3+ nanocrystals
are broaden, as the nanocrystal size increases.
4. Conclusions
Rare-earth doped nanocrystals of wide-gap dielectrics
exhibit narrow optical resonances of impurity ions even
at room temperature. This effect is attributed to the
weakening of the impurity center phonon scattering owing to the size effect action in the nanocrystal phonon
subsystem.
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НАДНИЗЬКЕ ТЕМПЕРАТУРНЕ
УШИРЕННЯ СПЕКТРАЛЬНИХ ЛIНIЙ,
ЩО СПОСТЕРIГАЄТЬСЯ У НАНОКРИСТАЛI YVO:Eu
П.О. Максимчук, А.А. Масалов, В.В. Семiнко, О.Г. Вягiн,
В.К. Клочков, Ю.В. Малюкiн
Резюме
Оскiльки температурне розширення спектральних лiнiй визначається розсiюванням фононiв, модифiкацiя фононного спектра може погасити температурне розширення. Таким чином, змiнюючи розмiр нанокристала можна спостерiгати ефект
“кластерного заморожування” – надслабке температурне уширення спектральних лiнiй аж до кiмнатної температури. Спектральнi лiнiї домiшкових iонiв у нанокристалах YVO:Eu3+
зберiгають малу ширину (10 cм−1 ) навiть при кiмнатнiй температурi, тодi як для об’ємного кристала середня ширина становить 70 cм−1 . Така вузькiсть спектральних лiнiй може бути чiтко пояснена проявом виснаження спектра фононiв у нанокристалах. Температурне уширення спектральних лiнiй, що
спостерiгається для нанокристалiв, залежить вiд розмiру нанокристала i є iншим в об’ємних кристалах.
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