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I[i was considered many years that the periodic
dependences of electric resistance (Shubnikov-de Haas
effect [1]) and magnetic susceptibility (de Haas-van
Alphen effect) observed in Bi single crystals at low
temperatures were anomalous properties unique to
this metal. However, in 1939, Lazarev, Nakhimovich,
and Parfenova [3] discovered the Shubnikov-de Haas
effect in Zn single crystals; in 1949, Borovik, a
collaborator of our laboratory, detected this effect
in Sn single crystals [4]. We believed that the two
effects are common to all metals though the conditions
for their manifestation are peculiar to each metal.
Systematic investigations of the magnetic properties of
metals at low temperatures were started to prove this
viewpoint.

The investigation technique consisted in measuring
the couple of forces acting upon the crystal suspended
with a thin elastic filament in a homogeneous magnetic
field [5]. The highest-symmetry axis of the crystal
was in the plane of the field, i.e. perpendicularly
to the suspension axis. The difference between
the susceptibilities along and perpendicularly to the
symmetry axis was measured by the twisting angle of
a filament. The measurement temperatures were 78, 20,
and 14 K and down to 2 K (helium temperatures). The
field varied from 4000 to 14000 Oe.

Zinc was the first object of investigation. The de
Haas-van Alphen effect was detected in it even at the
liquid hydrogen temperature. By this time, Sidoriak et
al. had also investigated this phenomenon in Zn [6].
Later on, we revealed the de Haas-van Alphen effect
in Sn [7]. This was followed by investigations of single
crystals of Be, Mg, In, and, finally, Cd. All of these
metals exhibited a periodic dependence of the magnetic
susceptibility on the magnetic field.

In Be, the effect is evident at T" = 20.4 K, enhances at
the liquid helium temperature, and is well measurable in
much lower fields. In a field of 5000 Oe, the dependence
of the difference of susceptibilities in Be oscillates with a
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period of 180 Oe which increases to 1000 Oe in the field
of 12000 Oe.

In Mg, the phenomenon is observable distinctly at
T = 4.2 K and enhances considerably with a further
lowering of the temperature. In a field of 10000 Oe, the
oscillation period of the difference of susceptibilities for
a Mg single crystal is 140 Oe and increases to 280 Oe in
a field of 14000 Oe.

In indium, the effect appears at T ~ 2 K in a field
over 13000 Oe.

Cd exhibits this effect at temperatures below 2 K
in high fields. The oscillation period is ~ 25 Oe in a
field of 12000 Oe and increases to 40 Oe in a field of
14000 Oe. It is worth to mention that we turned to Cd
after having detected the de Haas-van Alphen effect in
Zn. Our further searching was therefore much guided
by the similarity of the electric resistance behavior in
a magnetic field that we had noticed in these single
crystals with identical crystallographic orientations [3].
Although these metals have identical crystal lattices,
the characteristic temperature of Cd is lower, and the
de Haas-van Alphen effect shows up in it at lower
temperature than that in Zn.

In the diagram showing the couple of forces versus
the angle of the field direction with the principal
crystallographic axis of the single crystal, the anomaly
of susceptibility reveals itself as a complicated angular
dependence of the measured couple of forces.

We observed the de Haas-van Alphen effect in Sn
almost at the same time as Shoenberg did, who detected
it also in Ga and graphite [8].

At present, the periodic character of the dependence
of susceptibility on the magnetic field at low
temperatures is known for Bi, Zn, Sn, Be, Mg, In,
Cd, Ga, and graphite. These results allow us to
conclude that the de Haas-van Alphen effect is quite a
common property of metals rather than an anomalous
phenomenon. This conclusion conforms to theoretical
works concerning this effect [9]. The existence of the
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effect only at rather low temperatures in high fields and
its small oscillation period in some metals explain why
many researchers had negative results of the searching
for the effect even in metals where it is quite pronounced,
for example, in Cd, In, Mg, and Sn [3, 8, 10].
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